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LitChat’s 
2nd Annual Books Are Great Gifts 

A Campaign to Promote Books Sales and Support Literacy 
Friday, December 17, 2010 ● 5 – 10 p.m. ET 

 
There is no better time than the holiday season to promote reading and support the literary 
community. LitChat has once again gathered a group of readers, authors and publishing 
professionals to join in a month-long celebration of giving and receiving, all wrapped around 
the things that tie us together: Books. 
 
Last year the #litchat community raised more than $1300 for literary charity through the 
inaugural BOOKS ARE GREAT GIFTS campaign. We are gearing up for the 2nd Annual BOOKS 
ARE GREAT GIFTS campaign now. Read about last year’s BAGG campaign here. 
 
This year LitChat has selected Reader-To-Reader as the beneficiary of all BOOKS ARE GREAT 
GIFTS fundraising. Reader to Reader, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to expanding 
literacy and learning opportunities for the nation’s most chronically underserved and 
vulnerable communities, including inner-city schools, Native American reservations, and poor 
rural towns. Reader to Reader accomplishes this primarily through innovative literacy 
programs, book and computer donation programs, and the development of partnerships with 
schools districts that extend the boundaries and capacity of the education system to transform 
struggling students into joyful and engaged lifelong learners. 
 
Phase one of LitChat’s multi-faceted BOOKS ARE GREAT GIFTS (#BAGG) campaign begins with 
the creation of a “twibbon” (http://twibbon.com/join/2010-Books-Are-Great-Gifts) created 
especially for Twitter users to adorn their avatar as a show of support for book sales. LitChat 
has issued a challenge to this phase: For every Twitter user who adorns their Twitter and/or 
their Facebook profile with the #BAGG ribbon from December 1-25, LitChat will give $1 to 
Reader To Reader charity (up to $250). 
 
Phase two includes a section of the LitChat website devoted to book recommendations with 
links to book publishers, bookstores, book blogs, and reader reviews. 
 
Phase three brings everything together with an auction of books donated and signed by 
authors. The auction will take place through Twitter on December 17, 2010, beginning at 5 p.m. 
EST. All proceeds from the Twitter auction will go directly to LitChat’s adopted charity Reader to 
Reader. 
 
LitChat is a community of readers, writers and publishing professionals who meet for lively 
book chat three days a week through Twitter. Founded and moderated by Carolyn Burns Bass in 
January 2009, LitChat’s first online chat occurred February 2, 2009. Our first author guest host, 

http://litchat.net/2nd-annual-books-are-great-gifts-campaign/2009-litchat-books-are-great-gifts/
http://readertoreader.org/
http://twibbon.com/join/2010-Books-Are-Great-Gifts
http://readertoreader.org/
http://readertoreader.org/
http://carolynburnsbass.com/
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Eric Barnes, appeared for a #litchat on March 6, 2009. In subsequent months we have given the 
twit-mic to more than 100 authors to promote their books and connect with readers through 
this extraordinary, quick-paced platform called Twitter. 
 
We invite you to help us promote book sales, reading and literacy charity through LitChat’s 
BOOKS ARE GREAT GIFTS campaign throughout the month of December. 

 

Twitter Auction of Signed Books 
When:  

 Friday, December 17, 5 -10 p.m. EST 
 
Where: 

 On Twitter, using a hastag assigned to each title. #bagg- 
 
To Benefit: 

 Reader To Reader , a non-profit charity registered through Section 501(c)(3) of the US 
Internal Revenue Code. 

 
How it Works: 

 A list of books to be auctioned is included in this catalog. 

 On day of auction @LitChat will open with presentation of the first book. 

 All books will open with a bid of $10. 

 Each book auction will run through Twitter for approximately 10 minutes. 

o If interest in particular title stalls, bidding for that item may close early. 

o If interest in particular title is heavy, bidding for that item may remain open until 

activity slows. 

o Should any book not receive bids, they will be donated to Reader To Reader for 

placement through their global literacy efforts. 

 Winner of each auction will be notified immediately and directed to the Reader To 

Reader website to submit donation of winning amount through online CC transaction.  

 Receipts of CC transaction will be issued through Reader To Reader. (For tax purposes, 

fair market value of item is not deductible.) 

 All books will be mailed directly to auction winners from the author or publisher of the 

gift after donation has been cleared. 

 

  

http://readertoreader.org/
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Auction Schedule 
 

Each book auction will run through Twitter for approximately 10 minutes. If interest in 

particular title is heavy, bidding for that item may remain open until activity slows. 

 

When bidding on a book, please tag with the #BAGG- number listed below. 

 

Time Item No. Author Book Title 

5:10 
pmET 

#bagg-1 Kristina Riggle The Life You've Imagined 

5:20 
pmET 

#bagg-2 Randy Susan  Meyers The Murderer's Daughters 

5:30 
pmET 

#bagg-3 Bill Peschel Writers Gone Wild 

5:40 
pmET 

#bagg-4 Stephanie Cowell Claude & Camille 

5:50 
pmET 

#bagg-5 Wendy Clinch Fade to White 

6:00 
pmET 

#bagg-6 Robert Jackson Bennett Mr. Shivers 

6:10 
pmET 

#bagg-7 E.J. Knapp Stealing the Marbles 

6:20 
pmET 

#bagg-8 Joe Wallace Diamond Ruby 

6:30 
pmET 

#bagg-9 Carolyn Parkhurst The Nobodies Album 

6:40 
pmET 

#bagg-10 Catherine McKenzie Spin 

6:50 
pmET 

#bagg-11 Diane Meier The Season of Second Chances 

7:00 
pmET 

#bagg-12 Susan Henderson Up From the Blue 

7:10 
pmET 

#bagg-13 Rebel ePublishers Complete 2010 publlisher’s catalog, including books by: 
E.J. Knapp 
Cat Connor 
Ian Barker 
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7:20 
pmET 

#bagg-14 A.S. King Please Ignore Vera Dietz 

7:30 
pmET 

#bagg-15 Eugenia Kim The Calligrapher's Daughter 

7:40 
pmET 

#bagg-16 Virginia Deberry and Donna 
Grant 

SPECIAL 2-BOOK PACKAGE: 
Opening Bid: $20 
● What Doesn't Kill You   
● Uptown (Exclusive HB) 

7:50 
pmET 

#bagg-17 Melanie Benjamin Alice I Have Been 

8:00 
pmET 

#bagg-18 Meg Waite Clayton The Wednesday Sisters 

8:10 
pmET 

#bagg-19 Thomas H. Cook Last Talk With Lola Faye 

8:20 
pmET 

#bagg-20 Sara Gruen Ape House 

8:30 
pmET 

#bagg-21 Lauren Baratz-Logsted The Twin's Daughter 

8:40 
pmET 

#bagg-22 Heidi Durrow The Girl Who Fell From the Sky 

8:50 
pmET 

#bagg-23 Tish Cohen The Truth About Delilah Blue 

9:00 
pmET 

#bagg-24 Frank Delaney Venetia Kelly's Traveling Show 

9:10 
pmET 

#bagg-25 Julie Klam You Had Me At Woof 

9:20 
pmET 

#bagg-26 Jon Clinch Kings of the Earth 

9:30 
pmET 

#bagg-27 Susan Orlean The Orchid Thief 

9:45 
pmET 

#bagg-28 Luis Alberto Urrea GRAND AUCTION PACKAGE: 
Opening Bid: $30 
● Mr. Mendoza's Paintbrush (Graphic Novel) 
● Into the Beautiful North 
● The Hummingbird's Daughter 
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Auction Winners 
 

Here’s what to do if you are the lucky winner of a signed book from one of our generous 
authors: 
 

1. If you are the winner of an auction item, you’ll be notified of where to submit your 

donation to Reader To Reader.   

2. When you submit your donation, you must add in the comments box on the form that 

you participated in the #BAGG auction and include the title of the book you won. 

3. We must verify donations, so please forward a copy of your receipt, along with your 

shipping address to us at the following email address: twitchat@gmail.com. 

4. LitChat will confirm your donation and send your shipping information to the author of 

the book you won. 

5. Authors will sign and ship the books directly to the auction winners. 

 

Our 2010 BAGG Selections 
 

Kristina Riggle  

The Life You've Imagined (Women’s fiction, Avon) 

#bagg-1 Trade paperback Retail value: $13.99 
 

Have you ever asked yourself, "What if?" Here, four women 
face the decisions of their lifetimes in this stirring and unforgettable 

novel of love, loss, friendship, and family. Anna Geneva, a Chicago 
attorney coping with the death of a cherished friend, returns to her 
"speck on the map" hometown of Haven to finally come to terms with 
her mother, the man she left behind, and the road she did not take. 
Cami Drayton, Anna's dearest friend from high school, is coming home 

too, forced by circumstance to move in with her alcoholic father . . .  and to confront a dark 
family secret. Maeve, Anna's mother, never left Haven, firmly rooted there by her sadness over 
her abandonment by the husband she desperately loved and the hope that someday he will 
return to her. And Amy Rickart—thin, beautiful, and striving for perfection—faces a future with 
the perfect man . . . but is haunted by the memory of what she used to be. 

 
 

mailto:twitchat@gmail.com
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Randy Susan Meyers  

The Murderer's Daughters (Mainstream, St. Martin’s)  

#bagg-2 Hardcover Retail value: $24.99 
 
Orphaned by their mother’s death and father’s imprisonment for 
murder, Lulu and Merry, unwanted by family members and abandoned 
to a terrifying group home, spend their young lives carrying more than 
just the visible scars from the tragedy. Even as their plan to be taken in 
by a well-to-do foster family succeeds, they come to learn they’ll never 
really belong anywhere or to anyone—that all they have to hold onto is 
each other. As they grow into women, Lulu holds fast to her anger, 

denies her father’s existence and forces Merry into a web of lies about his death that eventually 
ensnares her own husband and daughters. Merry, certain their safety rests on placating her 
needy father, dutifully visits him, seeking his approval and love at the expense of her own 
relationships. As they strive to carve lives of their own, thespecter of their father, unrepentant 
and manipulative even from behind bars, haunts them. And when they learn he’s about to be 
paroled, the house of cards they’ve built their lives on teeters on the brink of collapse. 
 

Bill Peschel  

Writers Gone Wild (Nonfiction, Penguin) 

 #bagg-3 Trade paperback Retail value: $14.95 
 
If you've imagined famous writers to be desk-bound drudges, think 
again. Writers Gone Wild rips back the (book) covers and reveals the 
seamy underside of the writing life. Insightful, intriguing, and irresistibly 
addictive, Writers Gone Wild reveals such fascinating stories as: 

• The night Dashiell Hammett hired a Chinese prostitute to break 
              up S. J. Perelman's marriage (and ran off with his wife). 

• Why Sylvia Plath bit Ted Hughes on the cheek. 
• Why Ernest Hemingway fought a book critic, a modernist poet, and his war 

correspondent/wife Martha Gellhorn (but not at the same time). 
• The near-fatal trip Katherine Anne Porter took while high on marijuana in Mexico. 
• Why women's breasts sent Percy Bysshe Shelley screaming from the room. 
• The day Virginia Woolf snuck onto a Royal Navy ship disguised as an Abyssinian prince. 

 
Pull up a chair, turn on good reading light, and discover what your favorite writers were up to 
while away from their desks. Sometimes, they make the wildest characters of all. 
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Stephanie Cowell  

Claude & Camille: A Novel of Claude Monet (Historical 

fiction, Crown) 
#bagg-4 Hardcover Retail value: $25.00 
 
In the mid-nineteenth century, a young man named Claude Monet 
decided that he would rather endure a difficult life painting landscapes 
than take over his father's nautical supplies business in a French 
seaside town. Against his father's will, and with nothing but a dream 
and an insatiable urge to create a new style of art that repudiated the 
Classical Realism of the time, he set off for Paris. But once there he is 

confronted by love. 
 

Wendy Clinch  

Fade to White (Myster, St. Martin’s) 

#bagg-5 Hardcover Retail value: $24.99 
 
Heavy snow is falling on Spruce Peak when Stacey Curtis returns in her 
second skiing mystery. Hollywood has-been Harper Stone arrives in 
Stacey’s little Vermont town to shoot a mouthwash commercial, and 
he’s far from happy about it. When the actor turns up dead—and the 
last person to see him alive is Brian Russell, Stacey’s jealous ex-fiancé—
Stacey can’t help but become involved. 
 

Robert Jackson Bennett  

Mr. Shivers (Thriller, Orbit)  

#bagg-6 Hardcover Retail value: $19.99 
 
It is the time of the Great Depression. Thousands have left their homes 
looking for a better life, a new life. But Marcus Connelly is not one of 
them. He searches for one thing, and one thing only: Revenge. 
Because out there, riding the rails, stalking the camps, is the scarred 
vagrant who murdered Connelly's daughter. One man must face a dark 
truth and answer the question - how much is he willing to sacrifice for 
his satisfaction? 

 
 

LitChat conversation happens through Twitter every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 4-5 

pm/et. Find us through Twitter using the hashtag, #LitChat. Become a follower of us in Twitter 
at @LitChat. Visit our blog, updated weekly with new discussion topics and chatscripts of our 
guest author hosts: www.litchat.net 
 

 

http://www.litchat.net/


 
LitChat’s 2010 Books Are Great Gifts Auction Catalog  9 

LitChat founded January 2009  www.litchat.net   

 

E.J. Knapp  

Stealing the Marbles (Mainstream, Rebel ePublishers)  

#bagg-7 Paperback Retail value: $16.99  
 

When does a wrong become a right? Danny Samsel has defeated the 
finest security systems in the world. Interpol wants him, the FBI wants 
him, the CIA wants him. He is a Master Thief - even the White House 
could not prevent him from liberating one of their paintings.   
 
Now, after a year languishing on Kefalonia, he has turned his attention 
to his greatest adventure: the heist of the century. In the 19th century 
Lord Elgin stole pieces of the Parthenon and shipped them to England. 

In the 21st century Danny Samsel is going to steal them back. He has decided to return the 
Marbles to Greece. 
 

Joe Wallace  

Diamond Ruby (Historical fiction, Simon & Schuster) 

#bagg-8 Trade Paperback Retail value: $16.00 
 
Based on the true story of a lady pitcher who struck out Babe Ruth and 
Lou Gehrig in exhibition play, this debut novel from nonfiction author 
Wallace (Grand Old Game) is a diverting sports tale. In 1923, 18-year-
old New Yorker Ruby Lee Thomas is forced to raise her two small 
nieces, Amanda and Allie, after the 1918 Spanish influenza devastates 
her family.  
 

Blessed (or cursed) with elongated arms that make for blazing fastballs, the southpaw is hired 
by the Fantasyland Circus Sideshow as “Diamond Ruby.” The Jewish pitcher draws the violent 
attention of the Klan, but also the admiration of Babe Ruth (a pitcher early in his career), who 
teaches her a few new throws, and boxing champion Jack Dempsey. The Brooklyn Typhoons 
eventually sign Ruby to pitch, where her amazing feats stir trouble with a charismatic gangster 
angling to fix her games; subsequent clashes and close calls with Prohibition-era hoodlums 
generate as much drama as her distinctive baseball prowess.  
 
Sharply sketched, convincing historical characters like Ruth and Dempsey add to the 
considerable appeal of Wallace's gritty but fun period baseball tale. (Publisher’s Weekly, May 
2010) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LitChat’s 2010 Books Are Great Gifts Auction Catalog  10 

LitChat founded January 2009  www.litchat.net   

 

Carolyn Parkhurst  

The Nobodies Album (Mystery, Knopf Doubleday)  

#bagg-9 Hardcover Retail value: $25.99 
 
Bestselling novelist Octavia Frost has just completed her latest book—a 
revolutionary novel in which she has rewritten the last chapters of all 
her previous books, removing clues about her personal life concealed 
within, especially a horrific tragedy that befell her family years ago.  
 
On her way to deliver the manuscript to her editor, Octavia reads a 
news crawl in Times Square and learns that her rock-star son, Milo, has 

been arrested for murder. Though she and Milo haven’t spoken in years—an estrangement 
stemming from that tragic day—she drops everything to go to him. The “last chapters” of 
Octavia’s novel are layered throughout The Nobodies  Album—the scattered puzzle pieces to 
her and Milo’s dark and troubled past. Did she drive her son to murder? Did Milo murder 
anyone at all? And what exactly happened all those years ago? As the novel builds to a stunning 
reveal, Octavia must consider how this story will come to a close. 
 

Catherine McKenzie  

Spin (Mainstream, Harper Canada)  

#bagg-10 Trade paperback Retail value: $15.00 
 
Katie Sandford has just gotten an interview at her favorite music 
magazine, The Line. It’s the chance of a lifetime. So what does she do? 
Goes out to celebrate — and shows up still drunk at the interview. No 
surprise, she doesn’t get the job, but the folks at The Line think she 
might be perfect for another assignment for their sister gossip rag. All 
Katie has to do is follow “It Girl” Amber Sheppard into rehab. If she can 
get the inside scoop (and complete the 30-day program without getting 

kicked out), they’ll reconsider her for the job at The Line. Katie takes the job. But things get 
complicated when real friendships develop, a cute celebrity handler named Henry gets 
involved, and Katie begins to realize she may be in rehab for a reason. Katie has to make a 
decision — is publishing the article worth everything she has to lose? 
 
 

 
Watch the LitChat website for exciting guest hosts in 2011, including authors Frank Delaney, 

Wesley Stace, Sara J. Holt, and many others. See www.litchat.net for more. 

 
 
 

http://www.litchat.net/
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Diane Meier  

The Season of Second Chances (Women’s fiction, Henry 

Holt) 
#bagg-11 Hardcover Retail value: $25.00 
 
Coming-of-age can happen at any age. Joy Harkness had built a 
university career and a safe life in New York, protected and insulated 
from the intrusions and involvements of other people. When offered a 
position at Amherst College, she impulsively leaves the city, and along 
with generations of material belongings, she packs her equally heavy 
emotional baggage. A tumbledown Victorian house proves an unlikely 

choice for a woman whose family heirlooms have been boxed away for years. Nevertheless, this 
white elephant becomes the home that changes Joy forever. As the restoration begins to take 
shape, so does her outlook on life, and the choices she makes over paint chips, wallpaper 
samples, and floorboards are reflected in her connection to the co-workers who become 
friends and friendships that deepen. A brilliant, quirky, town fixture of a handyman guides the 
renovation of the house and sparks Joy’s interest to encourage his personal and professional 
growth. Amid the half-wanted attention of the campus’s single, middle-aged men, known as 
“the Coyotes,”and the legitimate dramas of her close-knit community, Joy learns that the key to 
the affection of family and friends is being worthy of it, and most important, that second 
chances are waiting to be discovered within us all. 
 

Susan Henderson  

Up From the Blue (Mainstream, HarperCollins)  

#bagg-12 Trade paperback Retail value:  $13.99 
 
In this elegant debut, Tillie Harris, about to give birth to her first child, 
traces her mother's tragic descent into madness when Tillie was eight 
years old. A weird, rambunctious girl, Tillie admires her eccentric 
mother, Mara, but when Mara refuses to get out of bed for several 
days while their father is away, Tillie and her older brother, Phil, are 
left to fend for themselves. When their father, a stern, emotionally cold 
army colonel, returns to find the house in a state of chaos, he begins a 

daily ritual of dragging his wife from bed and setting her crying on the floor, where she remains 
for hours. The colonel then accepts a job at the Pentagon and moves the family cross-country. 
Tillie and Phil arrive at their new home, but their mother is missing, erased without explanation. 
Henderson's fascinating novel fearlessly examines the complexities of depression, romantic and 
filial love, and motherhood. Beautiful, funny, sad, and complicated, Tillie's quest to understand 
her complex, troubled family is filled with lush descriptions of painfully emotional moments. 
(Publisher’s Weekly, October 2010) 
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Special Rebel ePublishers Package 

Complete 2010 fiction catalog titles  
#bagg-13 Trade paperback Retail value: $60.00 
See www.rebelepublishers.com for summaries of each book. 

 

  

           

       

      

 
A.S. King  

Please Ignore Vera Dietz (Young adult, Random House)  

#bagg-14 Hardcover Retail value: $16.99 
 
Vera’s spent her whole life secretly in love with her best friend, Charlie 
Kahn. And over the years she’s kept a lot of his secrets. Even after he 
betrayed her. Even after he ruined everything.   
So when Charlie dies in dark circumstances, Vera knows a lot more 
than anyone—the kids at school, his family, even the police. But will 
she emerge to clear his name? Does she even want to? Edgy and 
gripping, Please Ignore Vera Dietz is an unforgettable novel: smart, 

funny, dramatic, and always surprising. 

http://www.rebelepublishers.com/
http://www.rebelepublishers.com/?Task=system&CategoryID=28211&HeadingText=Killerbyte
http://www.rebelepublishers.com/?Task=system&CategoryID=26892&HeadingText=The+Gates+of+Hell
http://www.rebelepublishers.com/?Task=system&CategoryID=29087&HeadingText=Terrorbyte
http://www.rebelepublishers.com/?Task=system&CategoryID=31555&HeadingText=Leaves+from+the+Fig+Tree
http://www.rebelepublishers.com/?Task=system&CategoryID=30036&HeadingText=Land+That+I+Love
http://www.rebelepublishers.com/?Task=system&CategoryID=30235&HeadingText=Stealing+the+Marbles
http://www.rebelepublishers.com/?Task=system&CategoryID=30582&HeadingText=Fallen+Star
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Special Two-Book Package from coauthors: Virginia Deberry and 
Donna Grant #bagg-15  Retail value: $29.00 
 

What Doesn't Kill You (Paperback, women’s fiction, Simon 

& Schuster)  
 
When it rains, it pours for Tee Hodges, the spirited, stiff-upper-lipped 
protagonist of DeBerry and Grant's latest. Tee, the longtime right-hand 
woman of fragrance entrepreneur Olivia Markson, gets the shock of 
her life when, shortly after Olivia dies, Olivia's daughter pink-slips her. 
Even worse, the bad news hits just as Tee's putting the finishing 
touches on her daughter's elaborate wedding. Yet even when she finds 
her world swirling out of her grasp, she maintains the image that she 
has everything together. As her savings dwindle, her employment 
prospects look bleak, creditors begin calling, her parents explore the 

possibility of divorce and friends she trusted turn out to be less than supportive, Tee begins to 
trust her instincts, which sharpens her confidence in her entrepreneurial drive and leads her 
into the arms of a doting man. This is the anti-pity party: snappy, fun and inspiring. (Publisher’s 
Weekly, January 2009) 
 

Uptown (Exclusive harcover, women’s fiction, Simon & Schuster)  

 
DeBerry and Grant (Exposures) continue both their ongoing love affair 
with Harlem and the story of the Dixon real estate empire in this smart 
and compelling tale of how selfishness and avarice can destroy a 
family’s work and reputation. Dwight Dixon takes the reins from his 
elderly father, “King” Dixon, moving the family real estate holdings to 
the big-time New York stage with the development of Dixon Plaza on 
Central Park North, a controversial development aimed at transforming 
Harlem. But problems abound: defective Chinese drywall, cheap 
fixtures and myriad changes to the project. Then Dwight’s cousin, Avery 
Lyons, returns to tend to the affairs of her dead mother and an uneasy 

and disturbing past is revealed that causes the empire to crumble. DeBerry and Grant capture 
timely and increasingly universal themes with this dramatic, epic and often tragic story of 
triumph and failure. New York and Harlem come alive and the occasional stereotypical 
characters and a few contrived situations are minor quibbles with a novel that is both relevant 
and entertaining. (Publisher’s Weekly, March 2010) 
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Melanie Benjamin  

Alice I Have Been (Historical fiction, Delacorte) 
#bagg-16 Hardcover Retail value: $25.00 
 
Few works of literature are as universally beloved as Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland. Now, in this spellbinding historical novel, we meet the 
young girl whose bright spirit sent her on an unforgettable trip down 
the rabbit hole–and the grown woman whose story is no less 
enthralling.  
 
Alice Liddell Hargreaves’s life has been a richly woven tapestry: As a 

young woman, wife, mother, and widow, she’s experienced intense passion, great privilege, 
and greater tragedy. But as she nears her eighty-first birthday, she knows that, to the world 
around her, she is and will always be only “Alice.” Her life was permanently dog-eared at one 
fateful moment in her tenth year–the golden summer day she urged a grown-up friend to write 
down one of his fanciful stories. That story, a wild tale of rabbits, queens, and a precocious 
young child, becomes a sensation the world over. Its author, a shy, stuttering Oxford professor, 
does more than immortalize Alice–he changes her life forever. A love story and a literary 
mystery, Alice I Have Been brilliantly blends fact and fiction to capture the passionate spirit of a 
woman who was truly worthy of her fictional alter ego, in a world as captivating as the 
Wonderland only she could inspire. 
 

Meg Waite Clayton  

The Wednesday Sisters (Women’s fiction, Random House) 

#bagg-17 Hardcover Retail value: $23.00 
 
When five young mothers—Frankie, Linda, Kath, Ally, and Brett—first 
meet in a neighborhood park in the late 1960s, their conversations 
center on marriage, raising children, and a shared love of books. Then 
one evening, as they gather to watch the Miss America Pageant, Linda 
admits that she aspires to write a novel herself, and the Wednesday 
Sisters Writing Society is born. The five women slowly, and often 
reluctantly, start filling journals, sliding pages into typewriters, and 

sharing their work. In the process, they explore the changing world around them: the Vietnam 
War, the race to the moon, and a women's movement that challenges everything they believe 
about themselves. At the same time, the friends carry one another through more personal 
changes—ones brought about by infidelity, longing, illness, failure, and success. With one 
another's support and encouragement, they begin to embrace who they are and what they 
hope to become, as The Wednesday Sisters welcomes readers to experience, along with its 
heroines, the power of dreaming big. 
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Thomas H. Cook  

Last Talk With Lola Faye (Mystery, Houghton Mifflin)  

#bagg-18 Hardcover Retail value: $25.00 
 
Middling historian Lucas Page visits St. Louis to give a sparsely attended 
reading—nothing out of the ordinary. Except among the yawning 
attendees is someone he did not expect: Lola Faye Gilroy, the “other 
woman” he has for decades blamed for his father’s murder. 
Reluctantly, Luke joins Lola Faye at a hotel bar. As one drink turns into 
several, these two battered souls relive, from their different 
perspectives, the most searing experience of their lives. Slowly but 

surely, they are transported back to the tiny southern town where this defining moment—a 
violent crime of passion—is turned in the light once more to reveal flaws in the old answers. As 
it turns out, there is much Luke doesn’t know. And what he doesn’t know can hurt him. 
Trapped in an increasingly intense emotional exchange, and with no place to go save back into 
his own dark past, Luke struggles to gain control of an ever more threatening conversation, to 
discover what Lola Faye is after—before it is too late.  
 

Sara Gruen  

Ape House (Mainstream: Random House) 

#bagg-19 Hardcover Retail value: $26.00 
 
Sam, Bonzi, Lola, Mbongo, Jelani, and Makena are no ordinary apes. 
These bonobos, like others of their species, are capable of reason and 
carrying on deep relationships—but unlike most bonobos, they also 
know American Sign Language. 
 
Isabel Duncan, a scientist at the Great Ape Language Lab, doesn’t 
understand people, but animals she gets—especially the bonobos. 

Isabel feels more comfortable in their world than she’s ever felt among humans . . . until she 
meets John Thigpen, a very married reporter who braves the ever-present animal rights 
protesters outside the lab to see what’s really going on inside. When an explosion rocks the lab, 
severely injuring Isabel and “liberating” the apes, John’s human interest piece turns into the 
story of a lifetime, one he’ll risk his career and his marriage to follow. Then a reality TV show 
featuring the missing apes debuts under mysterious circumstances, and it immediately 
becomes the biggest—and unlikeliest—phenomenon in the history of modern media. Millions 
of fans are glued to their screens watching the apes order greasy take-out, have generous 
amounts of sex, and sign for Isabel to come get them. Now, to save her family of apes from this 
parody of human life, Isabel must connect with her own kind, including John, a green-haired 
vegan, and a retired porn star with her own agenda. 
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Lauren Baratz-Logsted  

The Twin's Daughter (Young Adult, Bloomsbury)  

#bagg-20 Hardcover $16.99 
 
Lucy Sexton is stunned when a disheveled woman appears at the door 
one day…a woman who bears an uncanny resemblance to Lucy's own 
beautiful mother. It turns out the two women are identical twins, 
separated at birth, and raised in dramatically different circumstances. 
Lucy's mother quickly resolves to give her less fortunate sister the kind 
of life she has never known. And the transformation in Aunt Helen is 
indeed remarkable. But when Helen begins to imitate her sister in every 

way, even Lucy isn't sure at times which twin is which. Can Helen really be trusted, or does her 
sweet face mask a chilling agenda? Filled with shocking twists and turns, The Twin’s Daughter is 
an engrossing gothic novel of betrayal, jealousy, and treacherous secrets that will keep you 
guessing to the very end. 
 

Heidi W. Durrow  

The Girl Who Fell From the Sky (Mainstream, Algonquin) 

#bagg-21 Hardcover Retail value: $22.95 
 
Rachel, the daughter of a Danish mother and a black G.I., is the 
sole survivor of a tragic family incident. With her strict African 
American grandmother as her new guardian, Rachel moves to a 
mostly black community, where her light brown skin, blue eyes, 
and beauty bring a constant stream of mixed attention her way. 
As she attempts to come to terms with an unfathomable past, 
she confronts her own identity as a biracial young woman in a 

world that wants to see her as either black or white.  
 

Tish Cohen  

The Truth About Delilah Blue (Mainstream, HarperCollins) 

#bagg-22 Trade paperback Retail value: $13.99 
 
Delilah Blue Lovett has always been a bit of an outsider, ever since her 
father moved her from Toronto to L.A. when she was eight, claiming 
Delilah's mother no longer wanted to be part of their family. Twenty 
now and broke, but determined to be an artist like her errant mom, 
Delilah attends art class for free—by modeling nude at the front of the 
room, a decision that lifts the veil from her once insular world. While 
she struggles to find her talent, her father, her only real companion, is 

beginning to exhibit telltale signs of early-onset Alzheimer's. And her mother, who Delilah 
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always assumed had selfishly abandoned them, is about to reappear with a young daughter in 
tow... and a secret that will change everything. Delilah no longer knows which parent to trust 
the only one she can really rely on is the most broken person of all: herself. 
In a new novel as witty, sparkling, and poignant as her acclaimed Inside Out Girl, author Tish 
Cohen uncovers the humor and heart within the most dysfunctional of families. 
 

Frank Delaney  

Venetia Kelly's Traveling Show (Mainstream, Random House) 

#bagg-23 Hardcover Retail value: $26.00 
 
January 1932: Ben MacCarthy and his father watch a vagabond variety 
revue making a stop in the Irish countryside. After a two-hour 
kaleidoscope of low comedy, juggling, tumbling, and other 
entertainments, Ben’s father, mesmerized by Venetia Kelly, the 
troupe’s magnetic headliner, makes a fateful decision: to abandon his 
family and set off on the road with Miss Kelly and her caravan. Ben’s 
mother, shattered by the desertion, exhorts, “Find him and bring him 

back,” thereby sending the boy on a Homeric voyage into manhood. Interweaving historical 
figures including W. B. Yeats and a host of unforgettable creations—“King” Kelly, Venetia’s 
violent, Mephistophelean grandfather; Sarah Kelly, Venetia’s mysterious, amoral mother; and 
even a truth-telling ventriloquist’s dummy named Blarney—Frank Delaney unfurls a splendid 
narrative that spans half the world and a tumultuous, eventful decade. 
 

Julie Klam  

You Had Me At Woof (Memoir, Penguin)  

#bagg-24 Hardcover Retail value: $24.95 
 
The hilarious and heartfelt chronicle of a woman learning the secrets of 
love, health, and happiness from some very surprising teachers: her 
dogs. Julie Klam was thirty, single, and working as a part-time clerk in 
an insurance company, wondering if she would ever meet the man she 
could spend the rest of her life with. And then it happened. She met 
the irresistible Otto, her first in a long line of Boston terriers, and fell 
instantly in love.  

 
You Had Me at Woof is the often hilarious and always sincere story of how one woman 
discovered life's most important lessons from her relationships with her canine companions. 
From Otto, Julie realized what it might feel like to find "the one." She learned to share her 
home, her heart, and her limited resources with another, and she found an authentic friend in 
the process. But that was just the beginning. Over the years her brood has grown to one 
husband, one daughter, and several Boston terriers. And although she had much to learn about 
how to care for them-walks at 2 a.m., vet visits, behavior problems-she was surprised and 
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delighted to find that her dogs had more wisdom to convey to her than she had ever dreamed. 
And caring for them has made her a better person-and completely and utterly opened her 
heart. Riotously funny and unexpectedly poignant, You Had Me at Woof recounts the hidden 
surprises, pleasures, and revelations of letting any mutt, beagle, terrier, or bulldog go charging 
through your world. 
 

Jon Clinch  

Kings of the Earth (Mainstream, Random House)  

#bagg-25 Hardcover Retail value: $26.00 
 
The edge of civilization is closer than we think. It’s as close as a 
primitive farm on the margins of an upstate New York town, where the 
three Proctor brothers live together in a kind of crumbling stasis. They 
linger like creatures from an older, wilder, and far less forgiving 
world—until one of them dies in his sleep and the other two are 
suspected of murder. Told in a chorus of voices that span a 
generation, Kings of the Earth examines the bonds of family and blood, 

faith and suspicion, that link not just the brothers but their entire community. 
 

 Susan Orlean  

The Orchid Thief (Narrative nonfiction, Random House) 

#bagg-26 Trade paperback Retail value: $15.00 
 
The Orchid Thief is the true story of John Laroche, an obsessed Florida 
plant dealer willing to go to any lengths to steal rare and protected wild 
orchids and clone them, all for a tidy profit. But the morality of 
Laroche's actions do not drive the narrative of Orlean's strange, 
compelling, and hilarious book. She is much more interested in the 
spectacle this unusual man creates through his actions, including one of 
the oddest legal controversies in recent memory, which brought 

together environmentalists, Native American activists, and devoted orchid collectors. 
 
Orlean follows Laroche deep into Florida's swamps, tapping into not only the psyche of the 
deeply opinionated Laroche but also the wider subculture of orchid collectors, including 
aristocrats, fanatics, and smugglers whose obsession with plants is all-consuming. Orlean 
portrays the weirdness of it all in wonderful detail, but, ultimately, the book is primarily about 
passion itself and the amazing lengths to which people will go to gratify it. 
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Grand Auction Exclusive: Three books by Pulitzer nominee,  
Luis Alberto Urrea 
#bagg-27 

  

Mr. Mendoza's Paintbrush  

(Graphic novel, Cinqo Punto Press) 
Paperback  Retail value: $16.95 
 
This lovely comics adaptation of a short story by major Latino writer 
Urrea may have found the ideal way to present magical realism 
graphically. As a boy growing up in the little town of Rosario, the 
narrator observes things in the natural world around him wonderfully 
ripening, but he also catches glimpses of marvelous forces that intrude 

into mundane life. Mr. Mendoza, meanwhile, is offended by the small-minded pomp and 
hypocrisy of the townspeople and posts his observations in sometimes scathing, sometimes 
enigmatic graffiti written on objects, animals, and people.  
 
Cardinale presents this in a mixture of crosshatching and scratchboard style that makes each 
panel resemble a static woodcut—but one that interacts dynamically with surrounding action. 
The scenes look only temporarily solid, an especially appropriate condition for the story’s 
conclusion, when Mendoza abandons the town by climbing steps he draws in the air. A 
different level of “realism” in the art wouldn’t have maintained the ambiguity that makes the 
tale’s magic so hauntingly effective. (Publisher’s Weekly, May 2010) 

 

The Hummingbird's Daughter  
(Historical fiction  Little, Brown & Co) 
Trade Paperback Retail value: $14.99 
 
This historical novel is based on Urrea's real great-aunt Teresita, who 
had healing powers and was acclaimed as a saint. Urrea has researched 
historical accounts and family records for years to get an accurate 
story. 
 
The Washington Post’s  Joanne Omang wrote, “To the very end, The 
Hummingbird's Daughter is a book of surprises and savory treasures. 

Urrea's much-praised recent work, The Devil's Highway , was a journalistic re-creation of the 
deaths of 14 Mexicans who crossed illegally into the U.S. southern desert in 2001. He has 
loosened his expressive reportorial skills to write lyrical fiction, and we can only be grateful.” 
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Into the Beautiful North  
(Mainstream, Little, Brown & Co.) 
Trade paperback Retail value: $14.99 
 
Nayeli, the Taqueria worker of Urrea's fine new novel (after The 
Hummingbird's Daughter ), is a young woman in the poor but tight-knit 
coastal Mexican town of Tres Camarones who spends her days serving 
tacos and helping her feisty aunt Irma get elected as the town's first 
female mayor. Abandoned by her father who headed north for work 
years before, Nayeli is hit with the realization that her hometown is all 
but abandoned by men, leaving it at the mercy of drug gangsters. So 

Nayeli hatches an elaborate scheme inspired by The Magnificent Seven : with three friends, she 
heads north to find seven Mexican men and smuggle them back into Mexico to protect the 
town. What she discovers along the way, of course, surprises her. Urrea's poetic sensibility and 
journalistic eye for detail in painting the Mexican landscape and sociological complexities create 
vivid, memorable scenes. Though the Spanglish can be tough for the uninitiated to detangle, 
the colorful characters, strong narrative and humor carry this surprisingly uplifting and very 
human story. (Publisher’s Weekly, May 2010)  
 

Special Offer: 
Donate $100 to Reader To Reader and receive a signed copy of 
The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster 
 

If you grew up in the 60s or afterward, chances are you read, or had 
read to you, The Phantom Tollbooth. As part of the 2010 BOOKS ARE 
GREAT GIFTS, and to help celebrate the 50th anniversary of this beloved 
children’s classic, we are offering signed copies to everyone who makes 
a gift of $100 to our #BAGG beneficiary Reader To Reader from now 
until December 31st.  
 
You can reserve your signed copy of The Phantom Tollbooth now by 
going to Reader To Reader’s donation site at 
(http://www.crowdrise.com/reader2reader)  
and making a donation of $100. Please enter #BAGG in the comments 

box when making the donation to ensure that you receive your signed copy of THE PHANTOM 
TOLLBOOTH. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.crowdrise.com/reader2reader


 
LitChat’s 2010 Books Are Great Gifts Auction Catalog  21 

LitChat founded January 2009  www.litchat.net   

 

Thank You for Your Support 
 

If you have any questions about LitChat, the BOOKS ARE GREAT GIFTS campaign, or the #BAGG 
auction, please contact: 
 
Carolyn Burns Bass 
twitchat@gmail.com 
 
If you have questions about Reader To Reader, please contact: 
 
David Mazor 
Founder and Executive Director 
dmazor@readertoreader.org 
 
We wish to thank everyone who has participated in supporting LitChat’s BOOKS ARE GREAT 
GIFTS campaign through the 2010 holiday season. Those who RT’d tweets, to those who 
adorned their Twitter avatar with a “Twibbon,” to anyone who made a comment on the LitChat 
blog, and to everyone who bid on books during the auction, LitChat is enormously grateful. You 
are the jingle in LitChat’s bells. 
 
Here’s to a happy and healthy holiday season and prosperous new year. 
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